
 

Grove Road Patient Participation Group 

Minutes of Meeting Held 17:30 hrs 29 August. 

Present: David Bell (DB); Eve Buchanan (EB); Paul Hubbard (PH);  

         Mary Leahy (ML); Harry Summerton (HS); Val Thornton (VT);  

         Ann Throw (AT). 

Apologies: Janet Edwards (JE). 

Absent: Kathy Ballard (KB); Maureen Shepherd (MS). 

Discussion on the draft constitution which had been drawn up and 

circulated by DB focussed in on the proposed maximum time period 

members should serve as it appeared that all present agreed with 

the remainder of the document. There was a very clear division of 

opinion with EB, PH, VT & AT being strongly against any such limit. 

DB, ML & HS were in favour and DB advised that he had received an 

email from Janet Edwards in which she stated “Thanks for your note 

and all your efforts to date - it's good to see the group taking on a 

more clearly defined role. Apologies, unfortunately I can't make 

today's meeting but hope it proves to be a productive one.” This 

suggested that she was content with the document drafted. 

DB tried to explain that bringing in a time limit for service on the 

group did not mean that anyone currently serving would have to 

stand down immediately and, indeed, he had put forward a 

suggestion as to how we could take this forward from the 

introduction of the constitution with all current members continuing 

for, at least, one more year and had also made provision for people 

to continue beyond that term if they wished to do so when there 

were no other suitable candidates available at the time. He had also 

taken on board, to a degree, Paul’s comments by adding a clause to 

allow people to come back on board after a break.  

 



 

There did appear to be general agreement on the value of 

introducing new members to bring fresh blood and thinking to the 

group but there was no clear proposal as to how this could be 

achieved other than by “natural wastage”. 

In the course of the discussion HS posed the question “What has the 

group achieved to date?” to which no-one provided an answer. 

The meeting had to close at 18:30 with no clear decision having 

been reached on a way forward. 

 


